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One of California’s most celebrated winemakers just opened a Healdsburg
tasting room
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When Greg La Follette learned that the lease on his winery building would not be renewed,
the longtime winemaker was glum — but hopeful.

For nearly 25 years, La Follette had made wine at the Sebastopol location, first for Tandem
Wines, then for La Follette Wines and, most recently, Marchelle Wines.

Granted, the front door — tucked behind a maze of agricultural buildings along Gravenstein
Highway — was never particularly easy for customers to find. Nor did the production-focused
space lend itself to lounging, despite the brand'’s linger-worthy wines.

“I'm sad to close the winery, but it's very clear we need to sell more wine instead of spending
money maintaining a production space,” La Follette said. “So, we decided to trade our winery
lease dollars for tasting room dollars.”



On Aug. 1, Marchelle Wines opened the doors to its brand-new tasting room, a bright,
modern space off the Healdsburg Plaza in the former footprint of Jeff Cohn Cellars. Intimate
and inviting, with soft leather couches that encourage guests to unwind, it's an ideal place to
sample Marchelle's award-winning Chardonnay, Pinot Noir and old vine wines.

Those wines will now be produced at Paradise Ridge’s custom-crush facility in Santa Rosa,
with Marchelle winemaker Evan Damiano continuing to oversee production.

“I'm grateful to have a good partner at Paradise Ridge who will let me be as hands-on as I
want,” Damiano said. “I'll also have the luxury of having a highly trained cellar master and
winery crew to help. I trust them to do things the same way [ would do them myself.”

Kevin Lee, co-owner, center, brings wine to customers during opening day of Marchelle Wines’ new tasting room in
Healdsburg, Saturday, August 1, 2026. (Darryl Bush/For The Press Democrat)

Damiano admitted he was sad to see the winery go. But he believes the tasting room will
strengthen Marchelle Wines’' connection with consumers and the local community.

“I think the traditional tasting room experience can gatekeep people, and I don't want to do
that,” he said. "It’s a difficult time in the wine industry right now, so I'd like to see the tasting
room become a gathering place to support each other, share ideas and deepen our
community. How can we help build better connections?”
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Winemaker Evan Damiano works on barrel repair at Marchelle Wines in Sebastopol on Friday, April 3, 2026. (Christopher
Chung/The Press Democrat)

L

Marchelle Wines owners Mara and Greg La Follette and winemaker Evan Damiano in a block of Pinot Noir west of
Sebastopol on Friday, April 3, 2026. (Christopher Chung/The Press Democrat)



New opportunities

Founded in 2021 by La Follette and his longtime friend Kevin Lee, Marchelle Wines is a
portmanteau that combines the names Mara, La Follette’s wife, and Michelle, Lee’s wife.

Qver the past five years, La Follette and Damiano have amassed countless fans among
consumers, the trade and wine judges alike. In recent months, the brand scooped up multiple
awards, including Best Pinot Noir at chef Charlie Palmer's Taste of Pigs & Pinot and Best
Chardonnay at the American Fine Wine Competition.

But La Follette isn't a newcomer in the wine industry, where he’s spent the past four decades.
Getting his start under legendary winemaker André Tchelistcheff, he went on to become the
founding winemaker at Flowers Winery, where his Pinot Noir reached cult status.

In Sonoma County, he worked at La Crema, Hartford Court and DeLoach befare launching a
custom-crush and founding Tandem Wines, Alquimista Cellars and his namesake La Follette
Wines.

Now 68, La Follette has spent most of his career in the cellar. But with Damiano recently
taking over the winemaking reins, the closure of Marchelle Wines' production facility will
present new opportunities.

Among them is the chance to pass along his winemaking knowledge, both on the road and
behind the tasting room bar. He will also have the opportunity to hand-sell some of the
brand’s less common varietals, such as Colombard, Carignan and Cinsault — wines that can
be difficult to move through the wholesale market.

Old vine Colombard 2025 wine is displayed with carry bqgs in the bcckground during opening day of Marchelle

Wines' new tasting room in Healdsburg, Saturday, August 1, 2026. (Darryl Bush/For The Press Democrat)



Lee, managing partner at Marchelle Wines, said buyers can be hesitant to purchase
unfamiliar wines without tasting them first.

“Our bestselling wine on opening weekend was the Manchester Ridge Chardonnay — no one
had ever tasted a Chardonnay like it,” he said. “We've had a hard time selling it to distributors,
but in the tasting room everyone loved it."

Kevin Lee, co-owner, pours 2023 Marchelle Chardonnay for customer Jill Cress of Vallejo, back center, during
opening day of Marchelle Wines’ new tasting room in Healdsburg, Saturday, August 1, 2026. (Darryl Bush/For The
Press Democrat)

Other less-common varietals are worth seeking out, too.

The 2025 Viognier Pétillant Naturel ($32) from Dry Creek Valley is richly textured, yet
satisfyingly bright, with notes of ripe stone fruit, white flowers, honey and Meyer lemon zest.

Another standout is the 2023 Old Vine Grenache ($42) from Loureiro Home Ranch in Lodi. A
welcome addition to a charcuterie spread or herb-roasted lamb, it offers aromas of red plum,
raspberry and a hint of black pepper, followed by a savory palate and silky tannins.

While it's difficult to go wrong with any of Marchelle’s Wines, the 2024 Old Vine Cinsault ($54)
from the Bechthold Vineyard in Mokelumne River is a personal favorite. Planted in 1886, the
own-rooted vines are the oldest Cinsault in the country, producing a wine brimming with rose
petal and sandalwood aromas and intense wild strawberries.



The details

Marchelle Wines offers tastings by appointment and welcomes walk-ins. A tasting of two
wines is complimentary. Signature tastings are $40 for four wines; reserve tastings are $100
for four single vineyard wines. Wines are also available by the glass.

The tasting room is open by appointment Monday through Wednesday, noon to 5:30 p.m.
Thursday and Sunday, and noon to 6:30 p.m. Friday and Saturday.

Marchelle Wines: 34 North 5t., Healdsburg, 650-430-2160, marchellewines.com.

Sarah Doyle is the wine and beverage reporter at The Press Democrat. Send her story ideas at
sarah.doyle@pressdemocrat.com.
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